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2018-07-16 LAG 

Board - Committee - Commission - Council: 
 

            Town Forest Committee       
 

Date:  2023-06-13 Time:  7:00 PM      
 

Building:  Reading Town Hall      Location:  Select Board Meeting Room  
 

Address:  16 Lowell Street Agenda:                       
 

Purpose:  Committee Meeting 
 

Meeting Called By: Bill Sullivan, Chair 
 

Notices and agendas are to be posted 48 hours in advance of the meetings excluding 
Saturdays, Sundays and Legal Holidays. Please keep in mind the Town Clerk’s hours of 
operation and make necessary arrangements to be sure your posting is made in an 
adequate amount of time. A listing of topics that the chair reasonably anticipates will be 
discussed at the meeting must be on the agenda. 
 

All Meeting Postings must be submitted in typed format; handwritten notices will not be accepted. 
 
Topics of Discussion: 
 
This meeting will be held both in-person at the location shown above and remotely on Zoom 
 
Topic: Town Forest Committee 
Time: Jun 13, 2023 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81633475160?pwd=bk1PZ01yK3owc1VsZTY4bVBySU5Gdz09 
  
Meeting ID: 816 3347 5160 
Passcode: 912709 
One tap mobile 
+16465189805,,81633475160# US (New York) 
+16465588656,,81633475160# US (New York) 
  
Dial by your location 
        +1 646 518 9805 US (New York) 
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
Meeting ID: 816 3347 5160 
 
 Proposed amendment to Reading Bylaw 8.8 Animal Control, to limit the number of off-leash dogs 

to two per handler in the Town Forest and on Conservation land (proposed language is 
attached) 

 Discuss permitting and bidding for the invasive plant control project 
 Update on September TF Appreciation Day with Ipswich River Watershed Association 
 Approval of minutes for May meeting (attached) 
 Other items not reasonably anticipated 48 hours in advance of the meeting 
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Proposed Changes to the Reading General Bylaws 
 
 
Article _____: Expand and clarify the definition of Effective Voice Control of an animal 
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend Section 8.8.1.3 Effective Voice Control as follows: 
 
 Effective Voice Control  

An animal shall be deemed to be “under effective voice control” if it is within the 
handler’s sight, refrains from aggressive behavior, and the handler is carrying a leash. 
Dogs must not be allowed to jump on, bark at or approach anyone without their consent, 
and must come immediately when called. Any dog that behaves in a manner that a 
reasonable person would believe poses an unjustified imminent threat of physical injury 
to a person or to another dog is exhibiting nuisance or dangerous behavior as defined by 
Mass. General Laws c. 140 Section 136A and is not under effective voice control. 

 
Article _____: Control of off-leash dogs in the Town Forest and Conservation Land 
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend Section 8.8.3.2 of the General Bylaws by (1) inserting a 
new Section 8.8.3.2.3, as follows:  

 
Town Forest and Conservation Land 
The maximum number of off-leash dogs shall not exceed two per handler in the Town 
Forest or on Conservation land. Any dog that does not remain under effective voice 
control or exhibits nuisance or dangerous behavior as defined in Section 8.8.1.3 must be 
placed on a leash or removed from the off-leash area immediately. Dog waste must be 
removed in accordance with Section 8.8.3.3. Dogs must be leashed when entering or 
exiting an off-leash area. Visitors who do not abide by these rules may be subject to 
eviction from the Town Forest or Conservation land and/or receive a fine under Bylaw 
Section 8.8 Animal Control as follows: 
First Offense: $50 
Second Offense: $100 
Additional Offenses: $300 
Enforcing Person: Animal Control Officer 

 
and (2) Renumbering the remaining section accordingly; or take any other action with respect 
thereto.  
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